Home & Cottage Owner's
Septic System Guide
& Records

Use this folder to hold your septic system
records and other information here. Store with
other important household documents.

Septic System Location

Each septic system comes with original blueprints or plans. Keep these on file for new
builds. Should you no longer have the blueprints for an existing septic system and you are
unsure of the location, The Township of the Archipelago may be able to provide a copy of
the blueprints provided the files are up to date. Contact septics@thearchipelago.on.ca and
note that response and file provision may take several weeks.

For the most accurate information, contact a local septic installer to conduct a site
inspection, locate the septic system, and assess its health.

Sketch your property on the graph below, including all buildings, driveways, the septic tank
and bed, and other reference points. Include dimensions and other measurements.

Your Septic System Installer Local Plumber

Name Name/Phone
Phone Name/Phone
Address Name/Phone
Date Installed Name/Phone




Septic System FAQs

1. How does my septic system work?

A standard septic system provides a residence with onsite wastewater treatment based on
two key structures: the septic tank and the septic bed. In a properly functioning system, the
wastewater that enters the system will eventually exit as purified water, either into the
groundwater or atmosphere.

Septic Tank: All wastewater is discharged from the residence initially into the septic tank.
Inside this large tank, heavy solids settle to the bottom (creating what is called a sludge
layer) while lighter or less dense materials, such as fats, float. The materials in the septic
tank are decomposed by bacteria.

Septic Bed: Liquids (called effluent) leave the septic tank and flow into the septic bed. The
septic bed is made from a series of horizontal underground pipes surrounded by gravel. The
effluent is slowly treated by soil microorganisms and gradually percolates into the ground
water, or is drawn upwards by vegetation (grass).
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2. Are there materials and products that should not go down the drain? YES!

Not Septic Safe

* Grease, oil, and other fats * Feminine hygiene products  * Vehicle fluids (anti-freeze,
* Plastics of any kind « Kitty litter gasoline, motor oil, etc.)
* Wipes of any kind and « Cigarette butts * Paint, varnish, stain, paint
cotton swabs » Diapers thln.n(::-rs N
* Pharmaceuticals ’ I;estlgl_des, herbicides,
ungicides
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3. Are septic system additives a good idea?

In almost any hardware or building store, you will find a selection of septic system additives
which claim to enhance the capabilities and lifetime of your septic system. These products
should be used with extreme caution. A properly functioning septic systems does not require
additives, an improperly functioning system may receive more benefit from a pump out. In
some cases, additives can disrupt the bacteria which the system depends on, or can cause
the sludge to break into small pieces which reach the septic bed and cause clogging.

4. Who should inspect my septic system?

For the most accurate information, contact a local septic installer/pump out contractor to
conduct a site inspection and locate the septic system.

5. What is a septic tank pump out and why does it matter?

A septic tank pump out refers to the physical removal of the liquids and solids inside the
septic tank by a qualified professional. A vacuum truck is used to drain the entirety of the
septic tank. Periodic septic tank pump outs are essential to a functioning system. The
bacteria in your septic tank will consume the majority of the solids that enter the tank,
however, inevitably a ‘sludge layer’ will form at the bottom. Without pumping, this layer
builds up to the point that solids enter the septic bed, clog the pipes, and cause system
failure. In cases of severe or prolonged clogging, the septic bed will need to be replaced.

6. How often should my septic tank be inspected and pumped out?

The rate at which your septic system will need to be pumped out depends on its size, frequency
of use, and volume of use. A common recommendation is to pump a year round and regularly
used septic tank when the sludge layer reaches 1/3 of the tank (roughly 4-8 years). Systems
with less frequent use may need to be pumped less often. A septic inspection by a qualified
professional can help you determine if and when a septic pump out is necessary.

7. Are there native plants or other alternatives to grass on the septic bed?

Many native plant species have deep, strong root systems and are therefore incompatible with
septic beds. Avoid aggressive groundcovers (e.g. periwinkle). As a rule of thumb, grass is the
best plant to cover your septic bed. A shallow rooted alternative is microclover or white clover.

Pump Out History

Record your septic system pump outs and other work here.

Date Work Done Company Cost




Maintenance Checklist

Proper septic system maintenance is crucial to ensure your system continues
to function properly. This will save you money in the long term, and is

beneficial to surrounding waterways.

Protection
[] Grass is the primary recommended septic
bed cover.

[] Keep the septic bed area free from trees
and shrubs to reduce root damage.

[ ] Never drive or park any vehicle (cars, trucks,
tractors, or snowmobiles) on the system.

[ ] Never build any structure over the septic
system.

[ ] Never put concrete or asphalt over the
septic system.

Avoiding Overload

[] Repair leaks on faucets and toilets.
[] Only wash full loads of laundry.

[] Avoid doing many laundry loads in one day.

] Run the dishwasher only when full.

[ Use low-flow appliances to reduce water.

[ Garburators cannot drain into the septic
system as they will cause solids to build
up rapidly.

Annual Maintenance Check

At least once a year, conduct your own thorough septic
health inspection. Look for the following red flags to

address and record the date here.

[] Vegetation such as trees and shrubs encroaching on
the septic bed or tank. Remove as needed.

[] Water pooling on the septic bed, pungent smells, or
soft spots. You may need a professional inspection.

Pump Out

[

[

Have the septic tank pumped out when
the sludge layer reaches 1/3 of the tank
(roughly 4-8 years depending on
frequency of use).

Always hire a qualified professional to
pump the septic tank.
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[
[

[] Grass growing in visible strips on the septic bed.

This could be an early sign of your septic system not

properly functioning.
[ clean the septic tank effluent filter.

Never flush anything besides toilet paper
and human waste.

Never put grease or hazardous chemicals
down the drain. (See Not Septic Safe in
the folder interior).

Do not put food scraps, coffee grounds,
and similar materials down the drain.

Avoid use of bleach, disinfectants,
antibacterial products, and drain
cleaners. These impact the bacteria
necessary totreat the wastewater.

Water softener backwash is not
permitted to go into a septic system.
These chemicals can affect the bacteria
health of your septic system.
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